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p. 1

INQUIRY ORDERED;: INTO $8 MILLION ; RECORDS SYSTEM : BY CHARLES DONALDSON 
-: Timet Staff Writer An investigation was ordered by Los Angeles County supervisors Tuesday 
to determine whether a faulty video-file records system was installed in a $19.5 million sheriffs" 
microwave communications project. Arthur G. Will, chief administrative officer, said he hoped 
toreport in 30 days whether the system meets contract specifications a decision which could 
lead to a court suit against the builder, s Ampex Corp., developer of the equipment, designated 
as ORACLE," for Optimum Records Automation for Courts and Law Enforcement, delivered the 
first units in August of Please Turn to Page 6, Col. J 

p. 2

RECORDS 'Continued from First Page 1971. T'he county paid rentals totaling $628,000, but j 
halted; them in December 'of that year in a dispute over performance of the equipment. : 
;TheVpngram involves use of a computer to re-' trieve ; information stored on videotape. As the 
coun-! ty envisioned it, an employe lii an outlying sher- iff station would be able to have 
requested , records sought out by the computer and televised in a matter of moments. County 
officials say the system works, but the question is: does it meet the performance specifications 
spelled out; in the contract? - "We have had a long series of technical discussions; with Ampex 
and whether tht product meets contract specifications. We are not sure and they are not sure 
we got what; we contracted for. They! are as concerned as we are," Will said. Supervisor 
Kenneth Hahn initiated the call for a review and report by Will in 30 days on the ORACLE 
situation, saying, "Maybe it is a giant boondoggle," and adding he had heard the county was 
going to court , over the system's performance. Will said, "A lawsuit is always possible when 
something does not meet c o n t ract specifications. But this is not a simple SYSTEM amount of 
staff time has ; been invested seeking the piece of equipment and a .rather considerable 
answer.' We are in discussion with the company and I , hope to have the talks completed within 
the 30-day period you set for the report." , Will said the video-file 1 aspect of the ' program 
amounted to a total of $8.1 million and said the remainder of the spending ; goes toward the 
sheriff's 'microwave communica- tion and dispatch systems I which will be used, with or without 
ORACLE. ZENITH hearing aids Zenith's remarkable Z-70 is just one of 18 quality Zenith hearing 
aids. One of them might be just right for you. At no obligation, test-hear a Zenith hearing aid 
today. ,,, Zenith hearings aids ' are priced from 4 fk rm the quality got in before the name goes 
on. HEARING INSTRUMENTS SANTA ANA 306-A N. Main, 92701 542-3088 ANAHEIM 111 N. 
Anaheim Blvd., 92805 774-8042 FULLERTON 1917 Sunnycrest, 92633 871-0632 
HUNTINGTON BEACH 18582. Beach Blvd., 92641 9682411 ew l 1 I 
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